
Audition Rules and Procedures – ATSSB Region 15/28 

 Approved: May 13, 2023 

Region Band Procedures  

1. ATSSB HS (and Jazz) audition music is on a five-year rotation as selected by the state 
board.  

2. The Official Source of Audition music and procedures are listed on www.atssb.org 
3. The current rotation of HS music is as follows (this list is unofficial):   

2023-24: Year C 
2024-25: Year D 
2025-26: Year E 
2026-27: Year A 
2027-28: Year B 
 
 

4. Junior High/Middle School music is on a two-year rotation and will come from the 
list posted on www.atssb.org Region 15/28 under the All-Region Information tab.  

5. The current rotation for JH/MS audition music is: 
 
2023-2024 – Year A 
2024-2025 – Year B 
2025-2026 – Year A 
2026-2027 – Year B 
 

6. Fees for All Region HS and JH/MS tryouts are set at $15.00 per student plus a 
campus fee of $50.00.  Jazz tryout fees are $20.00 per student plus a campus fee of 
$50.00.  Area fees are set by the state board and should be paid to the Region 15/28 
Treasurer. 

7. All entries must be submitted online through the TMEA website.  Entry deadlines are 
14 days prior to the tryout as set by TMEA.  Late entry deadline is 7 days prior to the 
tryout, with a 200% late entry fee ($30 for HS and MS, $40 for Jazz).  There will be an 
additional $50 fee for late entries and incorrect entries the day of the audition.  

8. Entry Fees should be mailed to:  
Region 15/28 Band, c/o Edgar Park, 9785 Yellow Palm, Los Fresnos, TX. 78566 

9. Check the Region calendar on the website for contest dates and deadlines. 



10. Head directors must be members of TMEA and ATSSB before entering students for 
ATSSB Auditions and are required to abide by all TMEA and ATSSB audition rules and 
procedures. 

11. A copy of the director’s TMEA/ATSSB cards, a student entry list, and a check must be 
mailed (postmarked) by the entry deadline. 

12. Head Junior High directors must be TMEA and ATSSB members to enter students in 
the ATSSB audition process.  The high school head director’s membership cards 
cannot be used for junior high entries. (exception, 1 director schools) 

13. The director is responsible for enforcing eligibility rules on the day of the auditions.  
Student eligibility rules will be based on current UIL Eligibility Rules. 

14. Directors and students are responsible for checking the list of audition music and 
errata. 

15. 6th Grade students may not audition unless they are second year band students.  
Junior High Students may not audition at the high school tryouts. 

16. All directors from schools that enter students in the audition process can expect to 
serve as judges for the all region and junior high all region band tryouts. 

17. It is each school’s Head Director Responsibility to understand and adhere to all 
ATSSB and TMEA Rules. Website: www.atssb.org email: atssb@att.net  

Director/Judge Responsibilities – Auditions 

1. A judge/monitor meeting will be held the day of the audition in order to review the 
audition rules and procedures.  

2. Five judges must be used in each audition room for all auditions.  The Region 
Coordinator will select a chairperson for each panel.  An appropriate honorarium, as 
determined by the Region Coordinator will be paid to non-members of ATSSB Region 15. 

3. Prior to beginning the auditions, each judging panel shall select two scales, the 
chromatic scale, and an excerpt of at least 50% for each of the tryout etudes.  The panel 
chairperson will then inform the monitor to relay the information to the students and 
place the audition instruction sheet on the performance music stand inside the audition 
room. 

4. All judges are required to use a calculator to double-check his/her scores.  All scores will 
be entered and verified online.  Mistakes on the score sheets will slow down the posting 
of results immensely.  

5. Auditioning students will have no vocal contact with the judges and should be out of 
view of the judges at all times in the tryout room. 

6. Middle School Only – If the student leaves out part of the audition material, the panel 
chairperson will remind the student of the omitted section as soon as the panel is aware 
of it.  This must be done before the student leaves the room. 



7. Head Directors and the staffs of participating schools must be present to judge tryouts.  
If a director cannot be present, he/she must inform the Region Coordinator before the 
audition and must provide a proxy for the tryout.  

8. It is suggested that each school bring at least one chaperone to the middle school and 
high school region auditions. 

9. If a director is not present for a vote, a proxy may vote in his/her stead. 

Monitor Instructions 

1. Pass out packets: sign in sheets and call sheets (explain difference) 
2. Meet with students: have them sign in and memorize their audition number 
3. Make sure that the students are NOT lined up in audition order for the judges to see as 

they report to audition room. 
4. Report DNA’s to the Region Coordinator ASAP, then report to the panel and get 

information about scale choices and music cuts. Mark them clearly on the music 
provided. 

5. Explain to the students what scales have been selected, the cuts of the music and the 
order in which they will be played. 

6. Place music on stand along-side audition instruction sheet provided in the audition 
room. 

7. No electronic communication devices are allowed in the audition room.  Only inaudible 
metronomes may be used to set tempos prior to performance, but must be turned off 
prior to performance.  

8. Explain to the students that they may not speak in the audition room.  If a question or 
instrument malfunction occurs, they are to raise their hand and ask the monitor in the 
hallway. 

9. If a malfunction occurs during the warm-up or scales, they may raise their hand and ask 
the monitor to try to find a director who may repair the issue.  If the malfunction occurs 
after they have sounded the first note of the etude they must continue to attempt to 
finish the etude. 

10. After the judges are in the room you may line up the students in audition order.  Make 
sure that the next student to audition is waiting next to the door, “On deck.” 

11. When a student enters the room announce their assigned number: “This is number 001”   
12. Students are allowed a one-breath warm-up or 5 second roll for percussion before each 

round. 
13. JH/MS Auditions will happen in one round: 1st Selected Scales, 2nd slow etude, 3rd fast 

etude (JH/MS Percussion 3 Rounds.)  
14. If a JH/MS student forgets part of the audition, the monitor WILL remind the student. 



15. HS Auditions will happen in two rounds (HS percussion 3 Rounds).  Round 1: selected 
scales and slow etude.  If part of the audition is forgotten, the monitor is NOT to remind 
the student (HS audition) 

16. HS Students will then exit the room and return starting halfway down the list (1/3 and 
2/3 for percussion)to complete Round 2: fast etude (HS only) 

17. When all students have finished, Please collect the next instrument scheduled to 
audition for the judges panel. 

18. If any questions arise that cannot be resolved by the judges chair, please address them 
to the contest office immediately. 

19. Thank you for your service, this audition would not be possible without you! 

Audition Procedures 

 Only one student will enter the audition room at a time to perform.  All other contestants will 
wait quietly outside in the hallway.   Non-Contestants will not be allowed in the tryout room or 
hallway. 

1. All wind players will follow the one breath warm up rule.  Percussionists will follow the 
procedure outlined in the ATSSB Percussion Audition Guidelines found online. 

2. Students may use their own copies of audition music.  Original music will be provided in 
each audition room. 

3. High School wind auditions will happen in two rounds (Percussion three rounds).  Junior 
High wind auditions will be done in one round (Percussion three rounds). 

4. High School Percussion students will have the option of choosing their performance 
ensemble (Concert Band or Percussion Quintet) starting with the first chair student and 
continuing until the Band or quintet is full.  Then chairs will be filled according to the 
audition results. 

5. Students may audition on as many different instruments as they wish, provided an 
audition fee is paid for each instrument.  In the event the student makes the All Region 
Band on more than one instrument, he/she must choose which instrument he/she will 
perform at the Region Clinic/Concert. 

6. If a student qualifies for Area on more than one instrument, he/she must decide on 
which instrument he/she will audition on at the Area Tryouts before Region results are 
final. The student will also perform on the same instrument for the Clinic/Concert. 

7. A student may not qualify for Area on more than one path to All-State.  Directors and 
students must declare the specific audition path to All-State (TMEA or ATSSB).  

8. Auditioning students must perform the two scales, the chromatic scale, and at least 50% 
of each of the two etudes for the current year.  (All directors should check the website 



for the correct tryout music. Junior high tryout music list is on www.atssb.org/region-
15/)  

9. There is no memory requirement for any ATSSB tryout. 
10. The monitor must stand away and out of sight of the auditioning student while the 

student is performing. 

Administrative Issues 

1.  All results will not be considered official until ALL auditions are finished and all 
tabulations have been completed. 

2. The Region Coordinator will post results of the tryouts for all directors to view on the 
TMEA Director Login.  As per TMEA: Results cannot be removed or photographed.  

3. All schools with students advancing to Area will make Area Fee Checks Payable to: 
ATSSB Region 15/28. This check should be hand delivered to the region coordinator the 
morning of Area auditions at Alice HS.  The region treasurer will then turn in one Area 
check for all entries. 

Student Responsibilities 

1. Students are responsible for attaining the correct audition material from the ATSSB and 
Region 15/28 websites. 

2. Students are responsible for reporting any mechanical problems to the monitor before 
beginning the etude portion of the audition. 

3. Students are to stay out of the tryout room until it is their turn to audition. 
4. Students are to refrain themselves from any activity that would identify themselves or 

their school during the audition. 
5. Students who are selected as members of the All Region Band must attend all of the 

rehearsals for the All Region Clinic.  A student may be excused from one of the three 
rehearsal blocks in the event of a UIL Activity, a school related activity, or in case of an 
emergency as determined by the region coordinator.  The director must inform the 
region coordinator of the anticipated absence prior to the Friday evening rehearsal, or 
the student’s membership will be forfeited and an alternate will be called.  No excused 
absences are allowed for the Saturday concert.  Being a member of the All Region Band 
is an honor for any student, and each student is expected to demonstrate proper 
rehearsal etiquette at all times.  Unacceptable behavior will not be tolerated.  
Consequences may include: loss of chair, loss of patch, and/or removal from the All 
Region Band. 


